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Troy spiffs up for its very first Night Out
 

By JOSEPH DALTON, Special to the Times Union 

First published: Sunday, February 18, 2007

The re' s a  tr en d t hat  ke eps  cl imb in g u p t he Hud son  Va ll ey:  co ord ina ted  ar t ope nin gs on a s ing le  ni ght . I t's  a sim pl e i dea  th at con cen tr ate s t he

pub lic 's att en tio n a nd tur ns out  c row ds.

Bac k i n 2 004 , the  ar ts com mun iti es  of  fo ur cit ies  la un che d A rt Alo ng the  H uds on,  wi th ope nin gs  in  a dif fer ent  lo ca le eve ry Sat urd ay.  E ach  mo nth

the  cy cle  be gi ns wit h e ven ts in Ki ngs ton  on  th e f irs t Sat urd ay,  fo llo wed  b y B eac on,  Po ugh kee ps ie and  Ne wbu rgh  on  s ucc ess ive  Sa tur day s.

Las t f all , A lb any  ca ugh t o n t o t he  id ea and  la unc hed  F irs t F rid ays , p rim ar ily  in  th e C ent er Sq uar e n eig hbo rho od.  I n j ust  si x m ont hs it  ha s

bec ome  a gen ui ne phe nom eno n: 20 ve nue s p art ici pat ed on  Fe b. 2, dra win g m or e t han  80 0 p eop le.

And  no w t he Co lla r C ity  is  ge tti ng  in to the  ac t w ith  T roy  Ni ght  Ou t, a c it ywi de hap pen ing  ru nn ing  fr om 5 t o 9  p. m.  Fr ida y a nd con tin ui ng on the

las t F rid ay of  ev ery  mo nth . E xpe ct ati ons  ar e h igh  fo r the  ev ent  to  sp otl ig ht the  ci ty' s a rts  s cen e, as wel l a s i ts  ra nge  of  sh opp ing , din ing  an d

ent ert ain men t opt ion s.

"Th ere 's a c ri tic al mas s t hat 's fi nal ly acc umu lat ed he re, " s ays  Ka ren  Sc hl esi nge r, who  co nce iv ed the  id ea for  th e eve nt,  po int ing  to  m yri ad new

gal ler ies  an d ret ail  es tab lis hme nt s, pri mar ily  in  do wn tow n T roy . " The re' s als o a  ni ce sen se of  co mmu nit y a nd tha t' s w hat 's goi ng to ma ke thi s

eve nt a s ucc es s,"  sh e s ays .

Sch les ing er,  3 0, is her sel f t he pr opr iet or of one  of  T roy 's lat est  ar t v en ues , D igi tal  Ar tis t' s S pac e, a s erv ice  b ure au and  ar t g all er y a t 2 7 S eco nd St.

tha t o pen ed la st Apr il.  Sh e m ove d to Tro y a  li ttl e m or e t han  a yea r a go wi th her  hu sba nd,  Ch ri s J ord an,  a fac ult y mem ber  at  th e S age  C oll ege s.

Bot h a re pho to gra phe rs.  "I  lo ved  t he fee l o f T roy , t he  wa lka bil ity , t he ar chi tec tur e a nd the  a rts y f eel ," she  sa ys .

As she  go t t o kno w b oth  th e a rts  a nd bus ine ss com mun it ies , S chl esi nge r n ot ice d a  fa mil iar  re fr ain : " Wou ldn 't it be  gr eat  if  .. . ? "

"Af ter  he ari ng  th at for  a cou ple  o f m ont hs,  I was  li ke , ' Why  do esn 't som eb ody  do  so met hin g?'  r eca lls  Sc hle sin ger . Ear ly las t f all , s he  de cid ed to

tak e a cti on by  ca lli ng a s eri es of  op en mee tin gs tha t got  th e m ome ntu m g oi ng.

Sha rin g t he bu lk of org ani zin g d ut ies  wi th Sch les ing er  is  an oth er Tro y n ew com er,  El iza bet h Y ou ng,  29 , o wne r o f L iv ing  Ro om,  a six -mo nt h-o ld

sho p a t 2 74 Ri ver  St . A  th ird -ge ne rat ion  an tiq ues  de al er and  de sce nda nt of  Ph ili p S chu yle r, Yo ung  wa s r ais ed in th e C api tal  Re gio n a nd  re set tle d

her e i n t he pa st yea r w ith  he r f ia nce , S tev en Sca rla ta , a  Fr enc h h orn  pl ay er.  Th ey pre vio usl y liv ed in New  Yo rk Ci ty and  To kyo , b ut fo und  Tr oy to

be "a Vic tor ia n j ewe l."

Oth er eve nt sp ons ors  in clu de the  A rts  Ce nte r o f t he Ca pit al Reg ion , w hic h has  pr ovi ded  me eti ng  sp ace  an d f ina nci al  co ord ina tio n, and  I D29 , a

Tro y-b ase d c om mun ica tio ns fir m t ha t h as com e t hro ugh  w ith  gr aph ic des ign  a nd mar ket ing  su ppo rt .

So far , T roy  N igh t O ut wil l f eat ur e 1 5 g all eri es,  20  r eta il sho ps,  an d a bo ut a d oze n r est aur an ts and  ca fes , i ncl ud ing  su ch new  es tab li shm ent s a s

the  Ki sme t G al ler y, Spi lli n' the  B ean s r est aur ant  an d cof fee  ba r, and  Ma ny  Ha nds  Gi ft Gal ler y.

"Lo ok aro und  a t t he new  pe opl e a nd  bu sin ess  of  th e l as t s ix mon ths ," say s Sch les ing er.  "I t's  f ina lly  en oug h t o c ou nte r t he res ist anc e and  ap ath y

tha t's  ke pt an yth ing  fr om hap pen in g."

Sea son ed Tro y- wat che rs kno w w hat  s he' s t alk ing  ab out , as pas t r ena iss anc e eff ort s h ave  co me an d g one .

"We  jo ke tha t we' ve bee n h ere  fo r nin e o f t he las t 1 2 rev ita liz ati ons ," sa ys Kat hy Blo om,  of  J .K.  Bl oom  Je wel ers , for mer ly kno wn as

Hum min gbi rd De sig ns,  lo cat ed at 29  Th ird  St . " But  th is  is  a goo d o ne,  wi th  ne w p eop le and  en er gy, " s ays  Jo hn Blo om . T he cou ple  wi ll no t o nly

be kee pin g t he ir sho p o pen  la te on  Fr ida y, but  al so us ing  th e o cca sio n t o cel ebr ate  th eir  25 th  an niv ers ary  of  do in g b usi nes s i n T roy .

"Re cen tly , t he re hav e b een  li ttl e hap pen ing s a ll ove r,  an d e ver ybo dy (in  t he art s) kno ws eve ry bod y e lse , s o t he ti min g i s r eal ly goo d, " s ays  Co lle en

Ski ff,  fo und er  an d d ire cto r o f t he  10 -ye ar- old  Fu lto n Str eet  Ga lle ry.  Wh en  Sk iff  wa s n ew to Tr oy,  sh e o rga niz ed so me qua rte rly  "A rt Ha ppe nin gs, "

but  fo und  it  h ard  to  ma int ain  mo me ntu m. She  se es str on g p ote nti al in the  m ont hly  as pec t o f T ro y N igh t O ut and  th e org ani zat ion al tea m tha t h as

com e t oge the r.  "E ver yon e k now s t he ir str eng ths ," she  s ays .

Joe  Ma nci no,  g ene ral  ma nag er of th e t wo- yea r-o ld Fla vo ur Caf e a nd Lou nge  a t 2 28 Fou rth  St ., we lco mes  Tr oy Nig ht Ou t a s a  si gn tha t " ev ery one

is ban din g t og eth er for  on e p urp os e, whi ch is to pro mo te Tro y a nd dow nto wn  bu sin ess . I  th ink  i t's  an  aw eso me ide a and  I hop e t he pub li c c ome s

out  an d s upp or ts it. "

Loo k f or a f ul l l ist ing  of  ve nue s and  ev ent s a t h ttp :/ /tr oyn igh tou t.o rg.

Wor thy  ex pen se s: The  no w w ell -es ta bli she d F irs t F rid ay s i n A lba ny and  th e nas cen t T roy  Ni ght  O ut are  gr ass -ro ots  e ven ts,  in iti ate d a nd  or gan ize d
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by ind epe nde nt  ar tis ts and  so le- pr opr iet or bus ine sse s,  th at are  af fec tin g the  op era tio ns of la rge r c ult ura l i nst it uti ons .

For  in sta nce , for  th e A lba ny Ins ti tut e o f H ist ory  & Ar t t o j oin  in  th e F ir st Fri day s c ele bra ti ons , a s i t d id for  t he fir st tim e i n F eb rua ry,

app rox ima tel y $1, 000  in  ne w f und s wer e r equ ire d t o c ov er the  co sts  of  se cu rit y, bui ldi ng and  g rou nd sta ff.

"We  ha ve 15 g a lle rie s, not  on e,"  p oin ts out  di rec tor  C hri sti ne Mil es,  wh o vie ws the  ou tre ach  p ote nti al as bei ng wo rth  th e a ddi tio nal  w ork  an d

exp ens e. "It  w as a v ery  sn owy  ni gh t a nd the  ga lle rie s wer e p ack ed, " s ays  M ile s.

Lik ewi se,  th e Art s C ent er of the  C api tal  Re gio n w ill  b e s hou lde rin g t he ne w c ost s o f s tay ing  o pen  la te for  Tr oy Ni ght  Ou t. "It 's an ex cit ing

opp ort uni ty,  b ut it' s a  ch all eng e, " s ays  De idr e E . H ea ly,  Ar ts Cen ter  pr es ide nt.  "I n t erm s o f sta ffi ng and  ho spi ta lit y, it' s e asi ly a few  hu ndr ed

dol lar s f or ea ch eve nt.  .. . W e'r e mak ing  a ser iou s c om mit men t o f t ime  an d res our ces  to  th is. "

Art  sh utt le:  M ich ael  We idr ich  of  F irs t F rid ays  wa nts  e ver yon e t o k now  th at  th e s hut tle  se rvi ce  ro ute  fo r M arc h 2  w ill  be  be twe en Cen te r S qua re and

dow nto wn.  (A pp are ntl y t her e w as so me con fus ion  in  Fe br uar y o f w het her  th e shu ttl e w oul d t ake  a  sw ing  ou t t o t he Op alk a G all eri es on Ne w

Sco tla nd. )

The  fi rst  an ch or sto p i s a t t he Up sta te Art ist s G uil d,  24 7 L ark  St . C atc h it in dow nto wn at Al ban y C ent er Gal ler ie s' new  lo cat ion , 3 9 Col umb ia St.

The  ro und -tr ip  ta kes  ab out  ha lf- ho ur and  co nti nue s t hr oug hou t t he eve nin g,  5 to 9:3 0 p .m.

Kee p u p w ith  F irs t F rid ays  at : h tt p:/ /ww w.1 stf rid aya lb any .or g/

In Dou gla ss'  w ord s: Now  on  vi ew at  th e S tat e M use um ar e s ix let ter s w rit te n b y F red eri ck Dou gl ass , t he for mer  sl av e a nd ant i-s lav ery  a cti vis t.

Dou gla ss wro te  th e l ett ers  be twe en  18 55- 185 7 t o H ann ah  Fu lle r, the  or gan iz er of the  Sk ane atl es  La die s A nti -Sl ave ry  So cie ty.  Th ey sho w the  cl ose

wor kin g r ela ti ons hip s t hat  Do ugl as s f org ed wit h w hit e wom en lea der s o f t he  an ti- sla ver y m ove me nt.  Th e p iec es of co rre spo nde nce  ar e a  r ece nt

add iti on to th e c oll ect ion  of  th e Sta te Lib rar y a nd wi ll be on dis pla y i n the  Ne w Y ork  Me tro po lis  Ha ll,  ad jac ent  o f t he Har lem  in  th e 192 0s gal ler y,

thr oug h M arc h 9.

Com ing  up  ne xt  we eke nd at the  mu se um is the  16 th ann ua l N ew Yor k i n B loo m,  fe atu rin g 1 00 flo ra l d isp lay s t hro ugh ou t t he gal ler ies . I t' s o ne of

the  fe w e xhi bi ts for  wh ich  th e m us eum  ch arg es an ent ry  fe e, but  pr oce eds  s upp ort  af ter -sc hoo l pro gra ms for  ch ild re n a nd tee ns.  Ad mis si on to

"Ne w Y ork  in  B loo m" on Fri day  is  $ 4, whi le it' s $ 6 o n Sat urd ay and  ne xt Su nda y, but  th at als o inc lud es ent ry to th e a nnu al Gem , M ine ra l &

Fos sil  Sh ow an d S ale .

Nex t w eek end  i s a lso  th e l ast  op po rtu nit y t o c atc h " Re pre sen t: Sel ect ion s fro m t he Stu dio  Mu se um in Har lem ," whi ch  is  on  vi ew thr oug h nex t

Sun day .

Jos eph  Da lto n is a l oca l f ree lan ce  wr ite r w ho con tri bu tes  re gul arl y t o t he  Ti mes  Un ion .
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